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TERRANOVA ASSOCIATION     
WATER WORK TESTS 

Effective January 24, 2012 

Passed by a resolution 4/2012 , 5/2012 and 5/2015 

 

 
Classes: 

1. Puppy class 
2. Junior class 
3. 1st class 
4. 2nd class 

5. 3rd class 
6. 4th class 
7. Veteran class 

 
 

General regulations: 
 

1. Dogs age:  

 Puppy class: dogs in age between 6 and 12 months; 

 Junior class: dogs in age between 12 and 18 months; 

 Other classes < 1
st
 and 2

nd
 especially> dogs not younger than 15 months on 

condition they wear life jackets, 18 months is saving harness is used; 

 Veteran class: dogs over 7 years of age, no need to pass any other class in 

water test before. 

 

2. It is forbidden to use any other collar (prong, choke chain, electric) than regular 

webbing collar. In the water the dog works with ought any collar. 

 

3. Using a life jacked ore saving harnesses is mandatory. 

 

4. Each trial consists of a number of exercises scored as shown by enclosed grades. Each 

exercise can be repeated just once but for class’s 1-4 points given on second trial are 

not more than 50 % of a maximum. In puppy and junior class the dog receives 2 

penalty points. 

 

5. To pass the trial dog must receive minimum 65 points of 100 possible. 

 

6. Regarding 1
st
 to 4

th
 classes: entering a higher class will be accepted if the dog passed 

the lower class exercises (means classes one by one) as described above. In 4
th
 class 

are also accepted dogs that are water work champions ore have passed the hieyest 

level of certification of other country then Poland. 

 

7. During a day of certification the dog is alto approach to the exam in one class only. 

 

8. A workbook must be passed to the secretary prior to certification. If the owner does 

not have a workbook he should buy it on the spot. 

 



2 

9. All results of the exam (also disqualifications) must be noted in the workbook and 

signed by an authorized person. 

 

10. Before starting the owner must present a medial certification from the veterinarian and 

a statement that incurs full liability, also financial, for all damages caused by the dog. 

 

11. The females in season taking part in the certification at the and (after all other dogs). 

 

12. The dog’s owner is obliged to sign his dog on and pay the certification fee at a date 

specified by the certification organizers. The fee is not subject to refund if the dog 

does not show up. 

 

13. Only Terranova Association members have right to a discount fee provided they have 

paid the membership fee up to the month for which the certification is planned. 

 

14. The judge is allowed to make change will apply to each dog in then same class and 

will be effect only during the very exam. 

 

15. Appeals from the judge’s decision are not permitted whatsoever. 

 

16. Before the handler starts the certification he must inform the judge about the side by 

which the dog will be lead. It can’t be changed during the exam. A heel position 

during obedience part means that the dog sits on the right or left side of the handler 

(depending which side was declared). A heel position during water part means that the 

dog stay on the right or left side of the handler (depending which side was declared). 

 

17. It is forbidden to change the handler in curse of the exam. Only one person is allowed 

to lead the dog during all exercises of each particular class. The handler does not have 

to be the owner of the dog and in such a case the secretary must note the name of the 

handler before the certification starts. 

 

DISTANCE- means the whole distance the dog has cover there and back 

 

HANDLER – a person who handles the dog during the certification (does not have to be 

the dog’s owner) 

 

HELPER – a person who will simulate a drowned person 

 

STEWARD – an assistant who helps complete the exercise correctly 

 

BOAT OPERATOR (steer person) – a person responsible to drive a boat; cooperate with 

the judge, handler, helper and stewards. In each exercise the boat is always steered by this 

person. 

 

SHORE – a zone of beginning and ending of the exercise in the water, limited from the 

water and bounded by the stockade 

 
 
NOTE! In team swimming exercises when the dog swims parallel to his handler it is 

forbidden for the dog to overtake the handler, to crowd the handler or to swim away from the 
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handler farther than 1 meter. It is also not allowed for the handler to grab the dog by the 

harness. 
 
 
 
PUPPY CLASS: 

1. Heel on leash: 15 points 
2. Sit: 15 points 

3. Down: 15 points 
4. Retrieving an object from water: 25 points 
5. Swimming to handler, retrieving an object, return with the handler to the shore: 30 

points 
 
Re: 1 

The dog is at heel and positioned with the handler in a place specified by the judge. Exercise 

begins on judge’s command. Dog is at heel on a slack leash. The distance: around 30m with 2 

right-angles. The handler is allowed to verbally encourage the dog. Giving dog food is 

forbidden 
 
Re: 2 
The handler faces his dog. The handler keeps the leash in hand and gives the dog an order to 

sit. The Handler is allowed to encourage the dog verbally and optically. Giving dog food is 

forbidden. 
 
Re: 3 
Like in exercise 2 but with a command to lay down. Both orders: optical and verbal at once 

are accepted. Giving dog food is forbidden.  
 
Re: 4 

The dog and its handler are in the heel position. The steward throws and objects into the water 

5 m from the shore. After the judge signal the handler gives the dog a command to retrieve the 

object. The dog must swim to the object, pick it up and return with it to the shore. 

 

Re: 5 

The handler with an object in the hand swim not less than 5 meter from the shore. In that time 

the dog with the helper is standing in the heel position. After the judge signal the handler calls 

his dog. The dog must swim to the handler, pick up the object and turn with it to the shore. 

The handler comes back swimming close to the dog. 

The distance 10 m. 

 

It’s allowed to use in puppy class as an object a favorite toy. 
 
 
JUNIOR CLASS: 

1. Heel on leash: 10 points 
2. Sit: 10 points 
3. Down: 10 points 
4. Stay/Long sit: 15 points 

5. Retrieving an object from water: 25 points 
6. Retrieving an object from the steward: 30 points 

 
Re: 1 
The dog is at heel and positioned with the handler in a place specified by the judge. Exercise 
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begins on judge’s command. The dog follows the handler on the slack leash. The distance: 

30m with two right-angles. The master is allowed to give some signals to encourage dog. The 

Handler is allowed to encourage the dog verbally and optically. Giving dog food is forbidden. 

Turns will be marked. 
 
Re: 2 
The handler faces the standing dog. The handler keeps the leash in his hand and gives the dog 

an order to sit. The Handler is allowed to encourage the dog verbally and optically. Giving 

dog food is forbidden. 

 
Re: 3 
Like in exercise 2 but with a command to lie down. The Handler is allowed to encourage the 

dog verbally and optically. Giving dog food is forbidden. 
 
Re: 4 
The handler faces the dog. The handler gives the dog a command to sit and stay. Then the 

handler walks away to a place specified by the judge (up to 2 meters) and comes back to the 

sitting dog. The dog is not allowed to stand up or swing side until the handler comes back to a 

heel position. When the exercise is completed the handler is allowed to praise the dog 

verbally or optically. Giving dog food is forbidden. 
 
Re: 5 

The dog and its handler are in the heel position. The steward throws an object into the water 

on the distains not less then 10 m. After the judge signal the handler sends the dog to water 

giving him a command to retrieve the object. The dog must swim, pick it up and return the 

object to the handler on the shore. 

Distance 20 m. 

 

Re: 6 

The dog and its handler are on the heel position. In that time the steward swim straight away 

about 10 m from the shore. After the judge signal the handler sands the dog to the steward. 

The steward encourages the dog verbally to approach him. The dog swims to the steward, 

picks the object, swim around the steward and goes back to the shore (with the object). 

Distance 20 m. 
 
Ist CLASS: 

1. Heel on leash: 10 points 
2. Sit and down: 10 points 

3. Sit and stay: 10 points 
4. team swimming: 30 points 
5. Jump from a boat: 20 points 
6. Tow a surfboard with a steward on: 20 points 

 
Re: 1 
The dog is at heel. Exercise begins on judge’s command. The dog follows the handler at heel 
on a slack leash. The distance: 60m with four right-angles and one at an angle of 180 degrees. 
Turns will be marked. Only one command (verbal and optical simultaneously) is allowed at 
each turn. Repeating the command is forbidden. Giving dog food is forbidden  
 
Re: 2 
The handler faces the dog. The handler keeps the leash in his hand and gives the dog one 

command to sit next to lay down. The handler is allowed to give both verbal and optical 
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command. Repeating the command is forbidden. Giving dog food is forbidden. 

 
Re: 3 
Like in exercise 2 but after the command to sit down the handler gives a command to stay. 

The handler is allowed to give both verbal and optical command. Repeating the command is 

forbidden. Giving the dog food is forbidden. 

 

 

 

Re: 4 

The dog with the handler is in the heel position. On the judge’s command (verbal or using 

whistle) they goes into the water and swim together to the buoy staying 25 m from the shore, 

next they swim around the buoy and turn back to the shore. During the exercise is allowed 

that the dog swim around the handler. Holding the dog or being towed by the dog is 

forbidden. The handler is allowed to encourage the dog in the water. It’s forbidden for the dog 

to overtake the handler, to crowd the handler or to swim away from the handler farther then 1 

meter. 

 

Re: 5 

The handler stays on the ground. The steward and the dog are positioned in a boat and they go 

away at a distance of 20 meters (to the buoy) and stay simultaneously to the shore. After the 

judge signal the handler assure the dog to jump from the boat and swims directly to him. The 

steward is allowed to encourage the dog to jump out but cannot force the dog out of the boat. 

Distance to swimming 20 m. 

 

Re: 6 

The dog with the handler is on the heel position. In the same time the steward swim on the 

surfboat to the buoy 20 m from the shore. To the surfboat is put a 3 m towrope. After the 

judge signal the steward grasp the towrope into the water and the handler gives the dog a 

command to tow the surfboat. When the dog swim to the boat the steward give him a rope. 

The dog must tow the surfboat with the steward to the shore. 

Distance 40 m. 
 
2nd CLASS: 

1. Heel no leash, sit while walking, recall, heel 25 points 
2. “man overboard” – dog starts from the ground: 25 points 
3. Towing a boat with a handler on board: 30 points 
4. retrieving one out of two objects: 20 points 

 
Re: 1 
In this exercise using leash is not allowed. After a command the dog must start walking at 

heel. The distance is 60 m with four right-angles and one at the angle of 180 degrees. While 

walking the handler tells the dog to sit. The dog sits at once. The handler walks another 10 

steps, and then he turns back and recalls the dog. The dog must come and sit in front of its 

handler. Then the handlers give a ‘heel’ command and the dog positions itself at heel. Turns 

and sitting place will be marked. 

 
 
Re: 2 

The handler with the dog is on the heel position. The helper leaves by boat. After passing the 

distance of 20 m (there is a buoy) suddenly jumps out of the boat. The boat swims farther. 
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The helper calls for help. After the judge signal the handler sends the dog to the water. The 

dog swims to the helper in water, swims around him at such a distance that the helper can 

easily catch at the dog’s harnesses. Then dog tows the helper to the shore. The helper shell lay 

on the back. 

Distance 40 m. 

 

Re: 3 

The dog and the handler remain the heel position. The steward leaves by boat 20 meters to the 

buoy stop the boat. The boat has a 3 m towrope. After the judge signal the steward encourage 

the dog to swim to him and the handler gives the dog a command to swim to the steward. As 

the dog is near the boat the steward gives him the rope. The dog shell tows the boat to the 

shore by the towrope. 

Distance 40 m. 

 

Re: 4 

The handler and the dog are in the heel position. The steward throws two objects into the 

water (one by one). One leftward, the other rightward. The distance between the two objects 

must be clear, about 3-5 meters and approximately 10 m from the shore. The judge will 

specify which object the dog should retrieve. The handler sends the dog for this object. The 

dog swims and pikes the object and returns it to the handler on the shore. 

Distance 20 m. 
 
3rd CLASS: 

1. sit/stay or down/stay without the handler: 35 points 
2. rescuing an unconscious person: 25 points 
3. taking a paddle to the boat: 20 points 
4. searching for an object: 20 points 

 
Re: 1 
The dog sits on the handler’s command in a place specified by the judge. The handler leaves 

the place and positions himself in a place specified by the judge. The dog must stay put. After 

the time specified by the judge the handler comes back and gives the dog command to lay 

down and then he leaves the area once again. The dog must lie down without changing its 

position. After the time specified by the judge the handler gives the dog a command to come 

to him back. The dog must go to the handler, and sit by his the left ore right leg (depend witch 

side chose the handler on the beginning of exam). The judge will observe the dog all the time. 

Time: 1 minute for each stay. 
 
Re: 2 

The handler and the dog remain on the shore. After the judge signal from the boat sailed 20 m 

from the shore jump up a helper (by a buoy)  - pretending an unconscious person and float up 

on his back. The boat sails away. The handler sends the dog for this person. The dog swims 

and catches the unconscious person at hand. The dog tows this person to the shore. All the 

time the helper must lie down on his back. 
 

Re: 3 
The handler and the dog remain on the shore. 25 meters from the shore stay a boat by a buoy 

in the water with two stewards. After the judge signal the handler gives the dog a paddle and a 

command to take it to the boat. The dog gives the paddle to the steward. Next bought stewards 

put up the dog into the boat. On handlers wish the dog is allowed to swim back on his own 

but the way ending this exercise must be told the judge and the stewards before beginning of 
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exercise. 

Distance 50 m. 
 

Re: 4 
The steward positions a floating object in water, 10 meters from the shore. The dog 

Cannot see or hear the moment of positioning the object (the handler may leave the area with 

the dog). On judge’s command the handler positions the dog on the shore and gives the dog a 

command to search for the object. The dog will find the object and bring it back to the 

handler. 

Distance 30 m. 
 
 
 
4th CLASS: 

1. down/stay in a group of 5 dogs: 20 points 
2. rescuing two persons: 30 points 
3. taking a life-belt to a drowning person: 30 points 
4. man overboard – dog jumps from water: 20 points 

 
 
Re: 1 
A group of five dogs are down on their handlers’ commands. The distance between the dogs 

is 3 meters. The handler leaves the place, the distance is 2 meters. For 1 minute the dog 

remains in place, cannot change its position. The handler comes back to its dog and positions 

himself at heel.  

 

NOTE! If there is less than 5 dogs in the class, dogs from other classes will be used as 

steward-dogs. In such a situation the handlers must stand next to their steward-dogs to help 

them remain down. The dog does not have to complete this exercise at heel. It It is 

recommended not to let the dog loose when it might disturb the dog being examined. Bitches 

in blossom must not be used as steward-dogs. 

 

Re: 2 

The handler and the dog are in the heel position. In this time on a distance of 25 m (by a 

buoy) swim a boat with two helpers. At the judge signal jump from the boat first helper – 

faking a conscious person (calling loudly for help and splashing), after 8 m jump out the 

second helper – faking an unconscious person (lay down in the water on his back). The boat 

sail further. The dog swims to the first person, swims around the person so the person can 

catch at the dog’s harness. Then the dog towing the conscious person swim to the helper 

pretending to be unconscious and the dog catches this person at his hand. The dog is throwing 

bought helpers to the shore. 

Distance 60 m. 

 

Re: 3  

The handler and the dog are on heel position. At the judge signal about 20 meters from the 

shore (by a buoy) there is a helper pretending to be drawing. The handler gives the dog the 

life-belt, the dog catches the life-belt at its rope and takes it to the helper in water. The dog 

must allow the helper catch the life-belt, than must tow him to the shore. 

 

Re: 4 
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The handler, the steward and the dog leave by boat nr 1 about 20 meters from the shore (till 

the buoy). They stop the boat. On this time from the second boat sailed about 10 m from the 

first suddenly falls out the helper faking a conscious person. The boat nr 2 sails further. On 

the judge signal the handler and after him the dog, jumps from the boat nr 1 and swim 

together to the helper. The handler grapes the steward using the rescue grasp, than the handler 

catches the dog at the harnesses and the dog tows them 
 
 
VETERAN CLASS: 

1. Heel on slack leash, sit, down, stand up on command: 20 points 
2. Retrieving an object from water: 25 points 

3. Taking a life-buoy to the handler positioned in water: 25 points 
4. Towing a surfer to the shore: 30 points 

 
Re: 1 

On command the handler and the dog at heel start walking on the slack leash. There are 2 

turns and they come back the same way. The handler gives the dog command to sit, down and 

stand. The turns will be marked. 
 

Re: 2  

The handler and the dog are positioned on the shore. The steward throws the object to water 

10 m from the shore. At the judge signal the dog on the handlers command swims to retrieve 

the object and brings it back to the shore. 

Distance 20 m. 

 

Re: 3 

The handler and the dog are on the shore. At the judge signal 10 m from the shore jump from 

the boat a helper pretending to be drowning. The boat sails further. The handler gives the dog 

life-buoy and a command to take it to the helper in the water. The dog shell gives the helper 

the life – buoy and return to the shore. 

Distance 20 m. 

 

Re: 4 

The handler and the dog are positioned on the shore. About 10 meters from the shore a 

surfboard is floating with a steward on. At this time the steward is swimming on a surfboat 

about 10 m from the shore (to a buoy). At he surfboat is a 3 m towrope. At the judge signal 

the handler gives the dog a command to swim to the surfboard, grasp the towrope (handed by 

the steward) and tow the surfboard with the steward on to the shore.  
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Penalty points 
 

No Fault No of minus points for 
each fault 

1 The dog is aggressive to the handler, steward or other dog 

 

 

Disqualification 

2 Exceeding the time limit - 2 

3 The dog leaves the training area - 3 

4 The dog comes back from water to a place other than 

specified by the judge 

- 3 

5 The dog does not jump out of the boat - 3 

6 Team swimming - the dog swims away from his handler 

more than 1 m 

- 3 

7 Team swimming - the dog is crowding the handler - 5 

8 Catching the unconscious at any other part but his hand disqualification 

9 The dog is not positioned at heel - 1 

10 The dog when swimming to retrieve an object repeatedly 

comes back towards the shore 

- 3 

11 The dog when swimming to retrieve an object changes the 

direction and does not swim straight towards the object 

- 3 

12 The dog when retrieving an objects repeatedly picks it up 
and releases it 

- 3 

13 The dog overtakes the handler while walking - 3 

14 The handler repeats the commands (the command is 

allowed to be given twice) 

- 2 

15 Changing position without a command to do so - 2 

16  To piss (puppys are allowed) during all exam - 3 

17 To “ca-ca” (puppys are allowed) during all exam - 5 
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Time limits (the time to began an exercise counting from the start signal): 
 

 No of exercise Time limit in minutes 

Puppy 4 3 

 5 3 

Young 5 3 

 6 3 

I 4 3 

 5 1 

 6 3 

II 2 4 

 3 3 

 4 2 

III 2 1 to walk into the water 

3 to swim to the 

unconscious 

 3 1 to jump from boat 

 4 2 

IV 2 1 

 3 1 to take the life buoy and 

walk into the water 

 4 30 sec. to jump from boat 

Veteran In each exercise the dog has one minute to walk into the 

water 
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